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1914H FLORIN SPECIMEN SP65
$125,000

16558

ONE OF AUSTRALIA'S GREAT RARITIES!

PHONE ORDER ESSENTIAL – DON'T MISS OUT!

Assisting the Royal Mint, the Heaton Mint in Birmingham 
struck Australian coins in the early years of  our first national 
currency system. As was traditional, the Mint struck a tiny 
number of  Specimen examples of  each date and denomination 
it produced – including the 1914H Florin. Archived for sixty 
years, these coins were only discovered in the 1970s and 
dispersed at auction in the 1980s. 

Whilst the 1914H Florin Specimen before you is defined by 
unquestionable rarity, it is also notable for its breathtaking 
beauty. Struck with specially prepared dies, and untouched for 
six decades, this perfectly preserved Specimen is underpinned 
by razor-sharp detail in every element of  the designs, 
complemented by spellbinding red and green iridescent 
gunmetal toning. 

A mouthwatering opportunity, with this great Australian rarity 
cataloguing at $225,000, the 1914H Florin Specimen offered 
here has been officially graded by PCGS at SP65. Offered only 
once since 1994, who knows how long it will be before this 
exceptional example is seen on the market again?

One of  Australia’s great 
wartime rarities, the 1914H 
Florin Specimen stands 
among the true giants of  
the numismatic industry. 
Offered only once since 1994, 
the coin before you would 
make the consummate 
centrepiece of  any collection 
or diversified portfolio. 

Ø28.50mm
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1c STRUCK IN ALUMINIUM!

IMMENSELY RARE RAM NEW ZEALAND $2 TRIAL

1978 1c TEST TRIAL UNC
$7,750

17305

NZ 1985 $2 RAM TEST TRIAL UNC
$5,450

13749

Incredibly rare, with a total 
mintage comprising perhaps as 
few as five to ten pieces, we are 
delighted to present New Zealand’s 
1985 $2 RAM Test Trial Unc! 

A compelling acquisition for the serious rare 
coin collector, this fascinating Test Trial 
piece was struck in Australia, as the Royal 
Australian Mint assisted New Zealand as 
they moved towards the introduction of  
a $2 coinage denomination. Therefore 
representing an important element of  
numismatic history, the 1985 $2 RAM Test 
Trial Unc is also a great modern rarity. 

Seldom available to collectors, we have just 
the single example of  this dramatic rarity 
available – in pristine Mint-state quality.

One of  only two known  
examples, this immensely rare 
1978 1c ‘off-metal variety’ is 
struck from ALUMINIUM!

Highly desirable and most unusual, the 
1978 1c Test Trial taps into Australia’s 
rich history of  ‘off-metal’ issues – a 
history highlighted by a host of  celebrated 
rarities. The Cu-Ni 1946 Florin is valued 
at approximately $100,000, for example, 
whilst the silver 1937 Penny is valued at 
around $150,000! A bronze coin in white 
metal, the 1978 1c Test Trial in aluminium 
is a key element of  this proud heritage.

In ‘as struck’ Uncirculated condition, we 
have one example of  this breathtaking 
RAM Test Trial available!

Ø17.53mm

Ø26mm
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EXCESSIVELY RARE 1988 50c MULES!

1988 50c COAT OF  
ARMS PROOF 

$14,750
17976

1988 50c COAT OF 
ARMS UNC

$12,750
17304

A mouthwatering opportunity to 
secure truly great decimal rarities, 
we are delighted to present one 
of  the two known 1988 50c Coat 
of  Arms Proofs AND possibly the 
only example of  the 1988 50c Coat 
of  Arms Unc! 

In 1988, it was decided to employ the 50c 
denomination to commemorate the 200th 
anniversary of  European Settlement. As is 
customary, the creation of  a special one-year-
only 50c commemorative meant that the 
standard Coat of  Arms 50c was not struck for 
circulation, and was naturally not included 
in the Proof  or Mint Sets of  that year either. 
Indeed, no 1988 Coat of  Arms 50c coins should 
exist, in either Uncirculated or Proof  quality.

Genuine Mule errors, created through the 
accidental union of  mismatched obverse and 
reverse dies, the coins before you are rarities 
of  the highest order. A fresh find, the 1988 
50c Coat of  Arms Proof  offered here is only 
the second known example of  its type. Utterly 
unique, and never offered before by Downies, 
the 1988 50c Coat of  Arms Unc is believed to 
be the only example of  its type! 

An irresistible opportunity for the serious 
decimal enthusiast to take his or her collection 
to unparalleled heights, these excessively rare, 
eminently historic 1988 50c Mules are sure 
to be gone within days. The perfect partners, 
buy both and SAVE $2,000! 

BUY THE  
1988 50c 

PAIR & SAVE 
$2,000!

18354

Ø31.50mm

Ø31.50mm
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THE 1930 PENNY – IMMENSELY RARE IN VERY FINE

THE 1923 HALFPENNY – RARELY SEEN IN PREMIUM GRADE

Hotly pursued in any condition, 
the 1930 Penny is never more 
desirable than when found in the 
upper echelons of  quality. 

The nature of  the creation of  the 1930 Penny 
means that this coin is seldom seen in Very 
Fine, as here. It is thought that approximately 
3,000 examples of  the 1930 Penny were 
struck to test dies, and were released into 
circulation with the 1931 Penny issue. Thus, 
this iconic copper rarity is generally found in 
well-worn condition, with most of  the 1,500 
known examples grading at Fine or lower. 

This particular 1930 Penny is a seldom-seen 
exception to this rule. With the George V 
portrait distinguished by six clear pearls  
and a partial centre diamond, the obverse  
of  this superior example is distinguished  
by much less wear than normally seen.  
A premium grade coin, likely to be in the 
top 10% of  surviving examples, the reverse 
is problem free. 

Australia’s highest profile rarity, the chance 
to own the 1930 Penny in premium grade 
should not be ignored.

The rarest date in the 1911-64 Halfpenny 
Series, the 1923 Halfpenny is seldom seen 
in premium grade VF, as here. It is believed 
that the mintage of  the 1923 Halfpenny was 
less than 15,000, with a significantly smaller 
number remaining in existence today. Of  those 
that have survived, most are in heavily circulated, 
well-worn condition. Offered in impressive, 
better-than-usually-seen Very Fine, the two 
available examples will be snapped up at speed.

1930 PENNY VERY FINE
$42,500

AM395

1923 HALFPENNY VERY FINE
$4,250

16678

Ø30.80mm

Ø25.50mm
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Born of  the Australian Gold Rush, 
the 1852 Adelaide Pound Type II is 
Australia’s first gold coin – and among 
its most desirable. Your chance to join 
a privileged group of  collectors, with 
no more than 200 Adelaide Pound coins 
thought to exist, we have this iconic rarity 
available in Extremely Fine quality!

Struck from November 1852 until February 1853, 
the Adelaide Pound was issued due to a coin 
shortage in the colony caused by the Gold Rush. 
Thousands of  South Australians flocked to the 
eastern goldfields after the discovery of  gold in 
1851, taking a huge amount of  hard cash with them, 
and leaving the colony on the cusp of  financial ruin.

A brave, ingenious attempt to produce desperately 
needed local currency, the 1852 Adelaide Pound 
was undermined by a rise in the price of  gold. 
At one point containing gold worth nearly two 
shillings above face, a vast majority of  the mintage 
of  24,000 was melted down for the intrinsic value, 
with approximately 200 thought to exist today.

An irresistible opportunity to secure  
this sought after rarity in premium 
grade, we have one 1852 Adelaide 
Pound in Extremely Fine. 

BECOME ‘ONE OF THE 200’…

If  you have dreamed of  one day adding the iconic 1852 
Adelaide Pound to your collection, and becoming one 
of  only around 200 people to own Australia’s first gold 
coin, this is your chance. Immensely rare, irrespective of  
the grade, we have this important Australian Gold Rush 
rarity in Very Fine condition. Immediate action a must!

1852 ADELAIDE POUND TYPE II VERY FINE
$21,500

AT709

1852 ADELAIDE POUND  
TYPE II EXTREMELY FINE

$34,500
AF238

AUSTRALIA’S FIRST GOLD COIN

Ø23mm



6 For more information, email us at info@downies.com

GOLD RUSH RARITIES IN aUNC

Among the very few Australian 
silver Trade Token types, the 
Silver 3d Tokens of  Sydney 
jewellers Hogarth, Erichsen 
& Co are rare artefacts of  the 
Gold Rush. Rated ‘rare’ by 
Renniks, the 1860 Silver 3d 
is available in superb about 
Uncirculated condition, with 
the ‘very rare’ 1858 Silver 3d 
also in aUnc quality. Seldom 
seen so nice – do not miss this 
rare opportunity!

1858 HOGARTH & ERICHSEN  
3D A687 aUNC

$4,495
AW363

1860 HOGARTH & ERICHSEN 
3D A691 aUNC

$3,750
16594

RARE PROMISSORY NOTES FROM  
COLONIAL TASMANIA!

A rare, fascinating element of  Australia’s 
earliest modern history, we are delighted 
to present two 1820s promissory notes 
from Tasmanian trader, John Weavell.

The first European settlers of  Australia suffered 
an extreme currency shortage, with the shortage 
particularly acute in Van Diemen’s Land. A 
remarkable time in our history, the cash crisis 
forced colonial authorities to recognise traders’ 
promissory notes as legal tender. Among the 

traders to issue notes was ‘merchant and general 
dealer’ John Weavell, who operated from Elizabeth 
St, Hobart Town. Hand-signed by Weavell, and 
inscribed ‘Van Diemen’s Land’, these notes are rare 
and highly sought after.

Dated 1823 and 1824 respectively, we have two 
genuine, original Weavell One Shilling Notes 
available. Nearly 200 years old, and known by just a 
few examples, these rare colonial artefacts give you 
the chance to hold Australian history in your hands.

1824 JOHN WEAVELL HOBART 
SHILLING NOTE FAIR-FINE

$2,950
17505

Ø16mm Ø16mm

BUY BOTH 
SAVE

$400

BUY BOTH 
SAVE

$295

1823 JOHN WEAVELL HOBART 
SHILLING NOTE FAIR-FINE

$2,950
17504
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THE RARE D/2 DUMP – IN RARELY SEEN VF QUALITY 

One of  the great icons of  
Australian numismatics, 
we are delighted to offer 
a Very Fine example 
of  the extremely rare 
1813 NSW Silver Dump 
D/2 Type – a type that 
is seldom seen on the 
market in any grade! 

When legal tender status was 
withdrawn in 1829, most 
Dumps were swapped for British 
currency or melted down. It is 
thought that less than 1,000 exist 
today, with only a tiny percentage 

of  the D/2 type. Instantly 
identifiable as a D/2, the cross 
on the crown points between 
the ‘U’ and ‘T’ in ‘SOUTH’, 
there are stops between the 
words ‘NEW’, ‘SOUTH’ and 
‘WALES’, and the pearls in the 
crown are equal in size and all 
touch the top of  the band.

A vast majority of  the surviving 
examples of  the D/2 type are 
very well worn, with a minuscule 
number in better grade. 
Featuring strong detail in the 
lettering and the crown, with 
traces of  the original Spanish-

American 8 Reales host coin, the 
D/2 coin before you is in Very 
Fine. Unusually for a D/2, the 
date is very clear and completely 
on the flan – testimony to the 
seldom seen quality of  the coin.

With the D/2 type approximately 
three times as rare as the rare 
A/1 Type, the chance to secure 
a D/2 in high grade forms a 
prestigious opportunity for  
the serious collector or eagle-
eyed investor. 

THE RARE 1813 NSW DUMP TYPE A/1

Clearly distinguished from the D/2 type, with the cross 
on top of  the crown pointing between the ‘T’ and ‘H’ in 
‘SOUTH’, no stops between the words ‘NEW’, ‘SOUTH’, 
and ‘WALES’, and irregular pearls in the crown, we also 
have the rare 1813 NSW Dump Type A/1 in good Fine.

1813 NSW DUMP TYPE A/1 GOOD FINE 
$16,000

AO929

1813 NSW DUMP TYPE 
D/2 VERY FINE

$36,500
16672

Ø18mm

Ø18mm
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CRUCIAL TO THE SERIOUS TOKEN COLLECTOR

HONOURING THE RARE PORT PHILLIP PATTERNS

TAYLOR 1783 WASHINGTON/US  
TOKEN (REV A575)

$2,450
17837

1853 KANGAROO GOLD MEDAL UNC
$1,950

17660

A striking work of  modern medallic art, 
with a history cloaked in mystery, this 
eye-catching uniface gold piece harks 
back to one of  the most fascinating 
chapters of  Australia’s Gold Rush and 
currency history – the immensely 
rare 1853 Port Phillip Patterns. 

The Port Phillip Gold Patterns were the  
work of  the aforementioned entrepreneur, 
WJ Taylor, who established the Kangaroo 
Office in an ambitious bid to create 
Australia’s first private mint. Featuring an 
adaptation of  the kangaroo motif  found on 
the rare Port Phillip Patterns, encircled by a 
border highly reminiscent of  the original cross-
hatching, this 35mm, 16.32g Kangaroo Gold 
Medal Unc is the first of  this type we have seen.

A classic Trade Token rarity, and 
a must-have for all serious token 
collectors, we have one example 
available of  the seldom seen Taylor 
‘1783’ Washington/US Token!

Although dated 1783, and therefore a tribute 
to the retirement of  George Washington 
commander-in-chief  after the Revolutionary 
War, this token was produced circa 1850 
by legendary die-sinker and entrepreneur, 
WJ Taylor. Fascinatingly, this token carries 
the same reverse as a token included in the 
principal guide to Australian Trade Tokens, 
listed in Dr Arthur Andrews’ Australasian 
Tokens & Coins as ‘A575’, and is therefore 
highly sought after by Australian Token 
collectors – especially in Uncirculated quality!

Ø28mm

Ø35mm
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Genuine relics of  the Roaring 
20s, Miller/Collins £1 notes 
were issued only from 1923 to 
1926. Issued in comparatively 
low numbers, and suffering a 
high circulation rate, the 1923 £1 
R23b Miller/Collins is scarce in 

any condition. Powerful evidence 
of  the immense rarity in top 
grade, we have never offered this 
key note in Unc.

Officially graded by PCGS at 62 
– equivalent of  Unc – this note 
is a fresh, pristine, eye-catching 

example. Also very competitively 
priced, with an Unc 1923 £1 
R23b Miller/Collins valued at 
$26,000, you will have to act fast.

TREMENDOUSLY RARE IN UNC QUALITY

1923 £1 R23B MILLER/
COLLINS UNCIRCULATED 

$15,000
18064

A landmark opportunity for 
one of  our clients, Downies 
is delighted to present – for 
the very first time – the rare 
1923 £1 R23b Miller/Collins 
banknote in seldom seen 
Uncirculated condition! 

First issued exactly 100 years 
ago, this sought after 1918 
£1 note is among the nation’s 
earliest, most historic, most 
valuable issues – and among the 
rarest. Not only issued in limited 
numbers, this low denomination 

also experienced much greater 
circulation than its higher 
denomination counterparts. 
Thus, few examples of  the 1918 
£1 Cerutty/Collins exist in any 
grade, let alone in the spectacular 
state of  preservation seen here. 

Officially graded by PCGS at 
45 – the equivalent of  Choice 
Extremely Fine – we have just 
one example available.

ISSUED EXACTLY 100 YEARS AGO… 

Australia’s first £1 design 
type, carrying Australia’s 
second signature combination, 
the 1918 £1 Cerutty/Collins 
is rare in any grade. It is 
excessively rare in Choice 
Extremely Fine, as here. 

1918 £1 R21 CERUTTY/
COLLINS CHOICE EF

$11,500
18061
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RARE CONSECUTIVE TRIO! 

As with the George VI £10 note above, the 
Queen Elizabeth II 1961 £10 Coombs/Wilson 
represented too much spending power for people 
to set aside as a memento. Thus, Australia’s very 
last £10 note is tough-to-find in Uncirculated 
condition – and unquestionably rare as an Unc 
Consecutive Trio, as offered here. With just one 
Consecutive Trio available, and surprisingly 
good value at $4,250, we recommend you place 
your order immediately – by phone.

THE LAST GEORGE VI £10 – AS A CONSECUTIVE PAIR!

The last Australian £10 issue of  the reign of  King George VI, the 1952 £10 Coombs/
Wilson is the most difficult of  the George VI £10 series to find, regardless of  the 
condition. Very rare as a single note, this landmark predecimal issue is a rarity of  the 
highest order when found as an Uncirculated Consecutive Pair – as presented here.

In part, the rarity of  the 1952 £10 Coombs/
Wilson is due to the relatively small number 
produced – as well as the high face value. A high 
denomination, representing too much spending 
power for people to casually set aside for posterity, 
this note is seldom seen in any grade, and very 
rarely offered in Uncirculated quality. It is virtually 
never seen on the market as a pair with sequential 
serial numbers.

Indeed, testimony to the great rarity of  this 
opportunity, Downies has never had the  
privilege of  presenting a George VI 1952 £10 
Coombs/Wilson Consecutive Pair in pristine 
Uncirculated condition. 

1960 £10 R63 COOMBS/WILSON 
RESERVE BANK CONSEC TRIO UNC

$4,250
17690

1952 £10 R61 COOMBS/WILSON CONSEC PAIR UNC
$19,500

17689
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Issued in very limited numbers throughout the Great Depression era, the 
1927 £10 Riddle/Heathershaw is very rare – regardless of  the grade. Seldom 
offered, we are delighted to be able to offer this high denomination note in 
excessively rare Extremely Fine condition!

The most calamitous economic crisis ever 
endured by Australia, the Great Depression 
was a devastating period of  the nation’s history. 
Australia’s key exports all but collapsed, national 
income declined by a third, and unemployment 
was over 30% at its worst. Hundreds of  
thousands of  Australians were out of  work, and, 
even for those lucky enough to have a job, the 
average weekly wage was about £3. Australia’s 
high denomination £10 note therefore 
represented an enormous amount of  spending 
power, and the idea of  casually popping a 
‘tenner’ away as a memento would have been 
seen as crazy to most Australians. 

As a result, the 1927 £10 Riddle/Heathershaw 
is rare across all grades. It is exceptionally rare 
when found in the upper echelons of  quality, 

as here. A fresh, pretty, full-bodied example, 
the single example of  the 1927 £10 Riddle/
Heathershaw we have available is a truly 
spectacular note. Sure to take any serious 
banknote collection to the next level, this historic 
high denomination Depression Era note is in 
Extremely Fine condition. 

One of  the finest examples of  the 1927 £10 
Riddle/Heathershaw we have offered in many 
years, and a rarity of  the highest order, this 
spellbinding Depression Era banknote is a 
note for the true connoisseur. With a note of  
this stature so rarely available to collectors, we 
strongly recommend a prompt order.

1927 £10 R55 RIDDLE/HEATHERSHAW 
EXTREMELY FINE

$15,000
18167

EXCESSIVELY RARE GREAT 
DEPRESSION NOTE
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1819 SYDNEY HALLORAN  
SCHOOL PRIZE SILVER MEDAL

$39,500
17620

ONE OF THE EARLIEST WORKS OF MEDALLIC ART 

PHONE ORDER ESSENTIAL – DON'T MISS OUT!

One of  Australia’s earliest works of  medallic art, and a crucial piece of  early 
Australiana, the 1819 Sydney Halloran School Prize Silver Medal is a rarity of  the 
highest order. 

An extraordinarily rare piece of  
colonial memorabilia, the 1819 
Sydney Halloran School Prize 
Silver Medal was the brainchild 
of  the ‘larger-than-life’ ex-convict 
Laurence Halloran – founder and 
headmaster of  the school originally 
referred to as ‘Dr Halloran’s 
Establishment’. The school, which 
had been set up with the help of  
Governor Lachlan Macquarie, is 
the forefather of  Sydney Grammar 
School – one of  Australia’s leading 
private schools. 

Halloran had school prize medals 
created from 1819 to at least 1826. 
The medal offered here is from 
the first year of  issue, and is the 
earliest known surviving example. 
Awarded to Robert Campbell, 
the 1819 Sydney Halloran School 
Prize Silver Medal was the work 
of  convicted forger Samuel 
Clayton. The finest silversmith 
in the colony, Clayton was also 
the engraver of  Australia’s first 
banknotes and first postage 
stamp. An imposing 73mm piece, 

the medal is in good Very Fine 
condition, and is underpinned  
by entrancing toning.

Given the breathtaking rarity, 
rich history, immense beauty 
and inextricable link with one 
of  Australia’s most prestigious 
schools, the 1819 Sydney Halloran 
School Prize Silver Medal is sure 
to command the attention of  
public institutions and private 
collectors alike. 

A must-read story, please go to www.downies.com/Halloran for extensive  
information on both Laurence Halloran and this excessively rare colonial medal!

Video now available online! 
www.downies.com/Halloran

WE MUST EMPHASISE THAT AN ORDER BY PHONE IS 
RECOMMENDED. IF YOU SEND YOUR ORDER BY MAIL, OR 
EVEN BY EMAIL, IT IS LIKELY THAT YOU WILL MISS OUT.


